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that we bring the truth to our con-
stituents. And the truth of the tax bill
that has been proposed is on this chart
right here, Mr. Speaker. This describes
the time from 2007 through 2050 and the
amount of money that would be raised,
the amount of taxes that would be
raised by the Democrats is this orange
line right here, this top line, and it
continues to go up and up and up.

And the reason it is important to ap-
preciate it going up is this ordinate
here, the Y axis, has the percent of
GDP. That is the entire economy of the
United States. And once you get above
about 18, 19, 20 at the outside, the econ-
omy tends to plummet. You can’t run
the economy in an aggressive and ap-
propriate way to provide jobs for peo-
ple when you get above 20 percent.

And the majority’s party plan, the
plan proposed by the chairman of the
Ways and Means Committee and sup-
ported by the Speaker of the House in
her first comments, what that plan
does is move us upwards of 24 percent
of gross domestic product. Mr. Speak-
er, that is a frightening prospect. That
is not the kind of leadership, I believe,
that the American people bargained for
last November. The kind of leadership
that they wanted, that they desired,
were individuals to work together for
solutions.

And the yellow line down here, Mr.
Speaker, is a solution. It is called the
Taxpayer Choice Act. It is uplifting,
optimistic, enthusiastic support of the
American people. It says, Mr. and Mrs.
American, you know what to do with
your money more than we do; and we
believe that so strongly, we are not
going to increase taxes on you. If you
work harder, you will be able to keep
more money. You will be able to appre-
ciate the fruits of your labor. Isn’t that
what America is all about, Mr. Speak-
er? To be able to reward hard work and
reward success and reward entrepre-
neurship and reward vision? That is
what America is all about. That is
what my constituents tell me when I
go home.

So my constituents are concerned,
which is why the numbers for Congress
are so very, very low. An 11 percent ap-
proval rate of the United States Con-
gress by the American people. Again,
that troubles me. This is a wonderful,
fine institution. It works best when
people work together positively for
their constituents.

So I challenge my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle, I challenge
them to embrace them in the SCHIP
arena, embrace a positive bill which
provides reauthorization for the bill
but ensures that moms and dads and
families and kids can be able to make
health care decisions with their doctor
without the intervention of the Federal
or State government.

As a physician, I know oh so well how
the intervention of the State and Fed-
eral Government into the practice of
medicine destroys the ability to take
care of people. It makes it so you can’t
provide quality health care for children
and moms and dads.
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There are alternatives to that. H.R.
3888, the More Children More Choices
Act. More kids being insured, the same
number of Kids proposed by the other
side, but more choices. More personal
ownership and more ability to control
one’s future.

In the area of taxes, Mr. Speaker, the
alternative is clear. It is allowing
Americans to keep more of their hard-
earned money. It is what we have done
for the last 6 years. It has resulted in
the largest economic boom we have
seen in a number of decades. In fact, it
has resulted in the largest economic
boom that we have seen since taxes
were decreased before in the sixties and
the eighties under President Kennedy
and President Reagan. And what we
saw under them was increasing reve-
nues to the Federal Government.

Mr. Speaker, it is an incredible privi-
lege to come to this floor and present
ideas and speak on behalf on our con-
stituents in a positive and optimistic
and enthusiastic way. I encourage my
colleagues to embrace the kind of opti-
mism and enthusiasm we have for
America. And if this majority party
would do just that, I promise you that
the ratings for this Congress would in-
crease. I look forward to joining my
colleagues in that positive and upbeat
way.

———

VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL
ORDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ARCURI). Without objection, the b5-
minute Special Order in favor of the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. MUR-
PHY) is vacated.

There was no objection.

30-SOMETHING WORKING GROUP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Con-
necticut (Mr. MURPHY) is recognized for
60 minutes.

Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. I
thank the Speaker and I thank the
Speaker of the House, NANCY PELOSI,
for once again allowing the 30-Some-
thing Working Group to come to the
floor tonight and share with the Amer-
ican people and share with you, Mr.
Speaker, some of the most important
and pressing issues that are before this
Congress right now, and to do that in
part from a perspective of some of the
hardworking individuals across this
country who are looking for help from
this Congress, who are looking for a
Congress for the first time in a long
time to start standing up for average,
hardworking, everyday men and
women who have been getting the
short shrift from this government for a
very long time.

I am soon to be joined by some of my
colleagues, potentially Mr. RYAN and
Mr. MEEK and Mr. ALTMIRE to discuss
some of the issues confronting us
today.

We will try, on behalf of Mr. ALTMIRE
and Mr. MEEK, and certainly Mr. RYAN,
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to make as few Halloween analogies as
potentially positive. We have ex-
hausted that already this evening, and
we are guilty on both sides of the aisle,
so we won’t talk about things being
frightening or scary, at least until Mr.
RYAN gets here. He may not be able to
resist.

It always amuses me when we are
down here for one of these 30-Some-
thing Working Group hours, and a lot
of times we are preceded by The Truth
Squad or some of our friends on the Re-
publican side of the aisle. Often their
mantra is to preach to the Democratic
side of the aisle and preach to the
American people the values of fiscal re-
sponsibility.

Tonight we heard a little bit about it
from our friends from the other side of
the aisle chastising Chairman RANGEL
and his new very progressive tax cut
which will bring tax relief to millions
of working-class families. We heard
them talk about how it is time this
Congress got spending under control as
well.

Mr. Speaker, there are short memo-
ries on the other side of the aisle, short
memories which seems to only go back
10 months. They do not go back 3, or 6
or 12 years ago when Republicans took
control of this Congress. If they did,
they may have some recollection of the
fact that they had 12 years of control.
The Republicans had 12 years of re-
sponsibility over the Federal budget to
get some fiscal sense and some fiscal
discipline in the Federal budget.

I stand here as a representative from
a pretty fiscally conservative district. I
represent northwestern Connecticut
which is filled with Democrats and Re-
publicans and Independents alike who
care about the management of their
Federal budget. They care about what
this government does with their Fed-
eral dollars.

They may be sort of a more socially
liberal or moderate district, but when
it comes to dollars and cents, people in
my district care about fiscal responsi-
bility. So I think one of the reasons I
replaced a 24-year incumbent is be-
cause after a while, people in my little
corner of Connecticut and from across
this country woke up to the fact that
while on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives or back in their districts
or on the talk shows or the cable news
networks, the Republicans said over
and over again that they valued fiscal
responsibility, but when they had a
chance to pass budgets to back up that
talk, when they had a chance to get
the deficit under control, not only did
they not do it, they made it worse.

This President with a Republican-
controlled Congress in the House and
the Senate, with a Republican-con-
trolled administration inherited a
budget surplus and turned that in just
a few years into a record budget def-
icit. A chart that Mr. MEEK and Mr.
RYAN have shown on this House floor
year after year after year says it pret-
ty well. President Bush during the
time he has been in office, all of that,
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